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Shinshu University Matsumoto Junior High
School, Grade 7 - Nature Group

Protecting Forests from Pine Wilt Disease

The Nature Group from Class 1-B at Shinshu University’s Attached Matsumoto
Junior High School conducted an inquiry-based project focused on protecting
local forests. Their central theme was pine wilt disease, a serious ecological issue.
Through research, fieldwork, and creative action, they aimed to foster a deeper
respect for nature and develop the mindset needed to support a sustainable
regional society.

W Understanding the Threat of Pine Wilt

Pine wilt is caused by a nematode that parasitizes pine trees and is spread by a
beetle known as the pine sawyer. In recent years, the warming climate has allowed
the disease to spread even to cold regions like Matsumoto, disrupting ecosystems,
damaging scenery, and affecting timber production.

@ ABird-Friendly Solution to a Forest Crisis

To help control the spread of pine wilt, the students focused on promoting an
environment where birds that prey on the pine beetles could thrive. They conducted
research in Agata-no-Mori Park and held dialogues with local residents to better
understand the situation.

As a hands-on response, they created and installed handmade birdhouses in the
park. Notably, the birdhouses were made from scrap pine and larch wood that had
been cut down owing to pine wilt. Inspired by a local forester’s words;* There’s no
such thing as scrap wood,” they saw this effort as a way to honor and repurpose the
life of the trees.

@ Looking to the Future

Through this experience, the students realized that small actions could make a
big difference in protecting the environment. In the future, they plan to monitor
the birdhouses and explore making small goods using wood from infected trees.
Their goal is to ensure that forest conservation efforts are passed on to the next
generation, and that their local environment continues to thrive.



