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Yukishiro-Mai: Promoting Yamanouchi Through Local Rice

Cultivation

The fifth graders at Yamanouchi Higashi Elementary School engaged in a year-long
project to cultivate and promote Yukishiro-Mai, a locally branded rice variety. This
inquiry-based activity, which included farming, marketing, and public relations,
helped students better understand the value of local resources and gave them the
tools to think about a sustainable future for their community.

‘\ Growing Award-Winning Rice

The students borrowed localrice fields and experienced every step of rice
cultivation - planting seedlings, weeding, harvesting, and threshing. They also
learned eco-friendly farming techniques that reduce pesticide use and explored
ways to improve the quality of their rice. Thanks to their efforts, their rice met the
strict standards for Yukishiro-Mai and won a Gold Prize for the third consecutive
year.

Working in muddy fields and encouraging one another through tough moments
helped the children gain resilience and teamwork skills, while also experiencing the
power of nature firsthand.

‘\ Promoting Their Town Through Rice

To make Yukishiro-Mai available as a hometown tax return gift, the students divided
into following teams:

« Ahomepage team
« A package design team
« A promotion team

They collaborated with the local government to create appealing product
descriptions, designs, and illustrations. This process helped them develop
communication skills and learn how to effectively convey messages to others.

Their efforts paid off when all available packages sold out by December - a proud
moment and a rewarding experience for the students.



.\ Expanding Their World Through International Exchange

The project also included an international component. As part of an exchange with
Vail, Colorado, one of Yamanouchi’s sister cities, the students created an English-
language slideshow to introduce their school. With help from their Assistant
Language Teacher (ALT), they practiced pronunciation and expression, giving them
a valuable opportunity to share their community with the world.




